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We did our National History Day Project on the Debate and Diplomacy of the Louisiana

Purchase because we are learning about Louisiana history in our Social Studies class.  We decided

to focus our topic on the debate and diplomacy in the Louisisna purchase because there were so

many things our lessons did not explain. We know there was some negotiation involved in the

purchase but we did not realize how much more than our history book explained. There were also

issues with the treaty and the ratification of the treaty that we barely discussed in class.

We began our research looking at primary sources. Since English is our second language,

we had to ask the ESL Coach and our English teacher for help and we also used Google Translate.

We went to Founders Online and found many letters between Thomas Jefferson, Robert

Livingston, James Maddison and James Monroe. It was difficult to decide what we should use since

there was so much we were learning about the negotiations between the Americans and the

ministers of France as we read the correspondence. We also learned that many congress members,

especially the Federalists, opposed the purchase of more land. We went to the National Archives

and to the Library of Congress where we found more primary sources to sort through. We read

through each of the Articles of the Louisiana Treaty and decided to focus on the two we felt most

important to the debate over the purchase. The New Orleans Historical Collection provided us with

maps and images we could use regarding the people of Louisiana.

We chose to create a website because we felt that it would be fun. Since most of our

education went virtual last year, we both felt confident that we could learn to manipulate a website.

What we didn’t realize is that it takes time and this year we were not allowed to take our laptops

home. So we were only able to work on our project after school during tutoring time. We had a lot



of difficulty with the links and the navigation. We spent a lot of time trying to make sure it was

organized.

We believe the Louisiana Purchase is a perfect example of Debate and Diplomacy. President

Jefferson tasked  Robert Livingston to negotiate the purchase of New Orleans but that process

required persistence and cautious discourse in order to preserve peace and promote American

expansion. The debate of the treaty also took careful consideration of each article as boundaries,

slavery and citizenship would become great issues that would eventually impact the country in

negatively.
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